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Friend of Conservation Award 
Due by August 31, 2018 
Email your entry to awards@email.nacdnet.org.  
 
Nominee Information: 

Name: James Vaughn 
Agency/Business/ 
Organization: 

Vaughn Farms, L.P. 

Address: 236 Vaughn Road 
City/State: Forsyth, GA Zip: 31029 
Phone: 478-994-3830 Email:  

 
Nominator information:   Same as above? 

Name:  
Agency/Business/ 
Organization: 

Towaliga Soil & Water Conservation District 

Address: 231 Hwy 41 North, Suite B 
City/State: Barnesville, Georgia Zip: 30204 
Phone: 770-358-0787 ex. 3 Email: wesley.doyle@gacd.us 

 
Summary: The Friend of Conservation Award recognizes an individual, business, organization, agency, etc. outside 
the association for outstanding contributions to the conservation of our nation’s natural resources. 
 
Eligibility: Any individual, business, organization or agency that is not directly associated with conservation 
districts at the local, state, or national level is eligible to receive this award. Nominations are accepted from any 
individual, organization, agency, or conservation district. 
 
Selection: The recipient will be selected by the NACD Awards Committee. 
 
Award: The recipient will be honored at the NACD Annual Meeting in San Antonio, Texas this coming February.  
They will receive on single day complimentary registration to the meeting, one complimentary ticket to the 
Appreciation Banquet, and a plaque.  They will also be recognized in the NACD publications and on the website.  
All nominees will receive certificates of Honorable Mention from the NACD president. 
 
Nomination Requirements: 

• Nomination must include a summary of the description suitable to use in promotion of your entry. 
• Nominations should consist of a brief description (500 words or less) of the nominee’s efforts to 

demonstrate the following: 
o Outstanding contributions to better public understanding of natural resource conservation and 

the goals of conservation districts; 
o The planning and carrying out of impressive land, water and related resource management 

practices in cooperation with a local conservation district; 
o Providing outstanding financial, personal or other assistance to a district, state or national 

conservation program; or 
o Exceptional service in furthering the cause of conservation districts, strengthening the 

conservation partnership and assisting the programs of NACD. 
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2018 Friend of Conservation Award 
 
Nominee: James Vaughn; Vaughn Farms, L.P. 
 

1. Summarize your entry in 5 sentences or less – showcasing the high points of this nomination. 
 

2. Tell us in 500 words or less how the Nominee listed above would qualify for this award based on the 
guidance given on the previous pages.  
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. Mr. James Vaughn, of Vaughn Farms, L.P., in Monroe County, Georgia, has proven himself to be a 

conservationist at heart. His dedication to conservation practices on his cattle farm has been showcased 
throughout the state of Georgia as well as the United States. He continues to partner with the Towaliga 
Soil & Water Conservation District to highlight conservation practices, and he consults with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service to ensure his practices are held to the highest standards. Vaughn Farms is 
a family cattle operation that has improved land usage throughout the past several decades and is sure to 
continue for generations to come.  

2. [See attached sheet] 
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Vaughn Farms: Conservation Doesn’t Mean Limitation 
The Towaliga Soil & Water Conservation District is very proud and excited to nominate Mr. James 
Vaughn of Vaughn Farms, L.P., for the NACD “Friend of Conservation” Award for many years of 
dedicated service to innovative natural resource conservation practices and educational programs on his 
farmland in Monroe County, Georgia. 

Mr. Vaughn, owner and operator of Vaughn Farms, L.P. in Monroe County, GA, has partnered with the 
Towaliga Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) and USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) for decades to highlight viable conservation methods and practices that are applicable to all types 
of farms—big and small.   

The farm land, purchased in the 1950’s by James’s father, T. Butler Vaughn, was where James first 
learned about cattle farming and the effects of large cattle herds on the natural landscape for long-term 
periods. In the 1980’s, James and his father committed to rebuilding the cattle operation and expanding 
its practices; however, James wanted to expand the business in an ethical, responsible way. These 
changes became critical when Vaughn Farms lost a 650-acre pine plantation due to a root rot disease. 
District Conservationist Carmen Westerfield of NRCS worked extensively with Mr. Vaughn over the next 
several decades to improve the land use of the farm’s cattle operation.  

“All of these operations were rebuilt with the technical and financial assistance of NRCS. The EQIP 
[Environmental Quality Incentives Program] contracts were essential to our ability to rebuild. Perhaps 
even more important was the technical assistance and design work we received from NRCS. A fresh look 
at an operation with an experienced guide in invaluable,” said Vaughn. 

Mr. Vaughn is not one to shy away from an opportunity to partner with his local conservation district. 
One of the most notable conservation education events hosted at Vaughn Farms in service to the 
Towaliga Conservation District and many public leaders within the state of Georgia was the, “Farm Bill 
Farm Tour.” This event—which took place in November 2017 and was co-hosted by W.C. Ham, Inc., 
Sleepy Creek Farm and Monroe Co. Farm Bureau—was attended by six public leaders and 
representatives, several agriculture enthusiasts and the Monroe County Farm Bureau Young Farmers. 
The tour highlighted the effects of conservation practices over decades of development and 
implementation as well as the NRCS EQIP standards at Vaughn Farms.  

Mr. Vaughn was recently named “2018 Georgia Cattle Producer of the Year” by the Georgia Cattlemen’s 
Association, recognizing Vaughn Farms’ innovative cattle management practices and marketing efforts as 
well as his service to the community of Monroe County, GA.  

Mr. Vaughn has proven to have the utmost integrity and responsibility throughout his decades of 
partnership with NRCS and the Towaliga SWCD. These reasons, along with numerous others, are why we 
humbly ask that NACD consider Mr. James Vaughn for the 2019 “Friend of Conservation.” Thank you for 
your time and consideration. 

 


