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It’s no secret that Georgia hosts some of the most breathtaking natural views in the 

country. So many people in the area dream of week-long road trips with family and 

friends in order to see these wondrous beauties, but few realize just how much  

natural beauty Lamar County boasts within its own borders. The wetland nature 

trail just off Roberta Drive near Barnesville, Georgia, is full of scenic views and 

plenty of information for the curious, growing minds of the community. Trail  

signs and picnic tables also provide for plenty of affordable family adventure within 

the area.  
 

The trail hosts a myriad of ecosystems, making it 

the perfect convergence of science education and a 

scenic meeting location for local organizations in 

and around Lamar County. The unique type of 

wetland environment makes this trail ideal for 

young students and parents looking for a different 

approach to outdoor education. 
 

The wetland trail was first outlined and  

constructed in Fall 2000 by a small group of Lamar 

County volunteers, but took an even larger team of 

dedicated citizens to conceptualize beginning years prior. Georgia Forestry  

Commission then-Management Forester Lee Milby and USDA—NRCS District 

Conservationist Carmen Westerfield  

designed the original nature trail and worked 

to identify various features of the designated 

wetland area for citizens to learn from. Then-

Lamar County Soil & Water Conservation 

District Supervisors, including Tom Aiken, 

Noel Riggins, Edwin Foshee, Jack Walters 

and Walter Geiger, in partnership with the 

GFC, USDA—NRCS, and the Lamar County  

Agriculture Expo Authority Director Leesa 

Woodall, worked tirelessly to construct the 

outline and detailed features of the trail for 

citizens of Lamar County. Two Rivers Resource Conservation and Development 

Council, Inc., a non-profit partner in conservation based out of LaGrange, Georgia, 

helped to construct a master rendering of the proposed development that was    

occurring out at the Lamar County Nature Trail during the mid-1990’s. While 

those original rendered plans included an “Expo Arena”, the trail itself was  

constructed in hopes of being utilized for the betterment of the community in 

years to come. 
 

These friendly neighbors were dedicated in constructing a quality educational 

trail for students and citizens to effectively use. The wetland trail received  

funding in early spring 2019 through a generous community grant funds  

administered through Lamar Gives 365 by the Barnesville—Lamar County  

Community Foundation. These funds 

went toward new physical renovations 

as well as innovative solutions to cater 

to younger students, further proving  

Lamar County’s commitment to  

quality education and community  

engagement.  

 

 

October 2000: Volunteers constructing   

bridges on the wetland trail before its     

opening. Pictured: Keith Lassiter, Noel 

Riggins (then-District Chairman), Brent 

Dykes & Reuben Perkins 

September 2019: Lamar County Soil &  

Water Conservation District Chairman 

Chad Thompson, Vice Chairman Russ  

Walters, Supervisor Josh Sappington and 

several NRCS volunteers assisted in the 

renovations process for the  

Lamar County Wetland Nature Trail.  


